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In Foxman’s Long Shadow 
By James D. Besser 
Washington Correspondent 
 

Mention the Anti-Defamation League, and the name 
Abraham Foxman —the group’s longtime professional 
leader —  leaps out. For Glen Lewy, the group’s 
national chairman and top lay leader, that’s not 
exactly a liability. 
 
“We’re blessed by having a dominant chief 
executive whose words carry weight, whose 
reputation has strength,” he said in an interview 
on the eve of the group’s national meetings here. 
 
That, he says, gives the group a visibility in 
the media and clout in the political world....  
   
Some critics have charged that the group has shifted 
resources away from the core issue of fighting anti-
Semitism to a pro-Israel effort....  
   
That shift appeals to donors, he said — and has opened     
the door to more corporate and foundation funding; 25  
major “corporate partners” are supporting various ADL 
programs around the country....  
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       ADL’s lay head Glen Lewy:   Taking   
       controversial positions is what we do.   
       If you’re going to fight anti-Semitism           
        and bigotry, you’re going to have  
       to take aggressive decisions.”  


